Last cruise of the Tomcat

After three decades the US Navy service of the mighty Tomcat
is drawing to a close. The F-14 ended its front-line duty as it
began — on combat operations. For the last cruise of the ‘Cat’
two squadrons deployed aboard USS Theodore Roosevelt for
operations over Irag.

Below: VF-213's mosit colourdnl aircrall waars the aggropriste
Modex 213 The squadron also has a ‘CAG-bird” and Boss-bird
with full-colour markings, bot not the blee rudders. Most of the
Temcats of VF-213 and -31 are around 14- 16 years old. The first
production F-140 Haw in February 1990, while the last of 37 was
deliverad in July 1992, Gramman converted another 18 F-14As o
D standard, of which only a few are still fiying.




cldom tn the history of avianon has the with-
drawnl of an areratr evoked so much
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et of the Grumman F-14 Tome

avy service, In September 2005 the very last
commenced when VEF-31
Somcacters' and VF-213 *Black Lions' set sail on
e USS Theodore Rooserelt (CVIN T for a
Eeheduled < v crunse towards the northern
frabian Gulf. The latter transidoned oo the
Bocing I/ A-18F Super Hormer in spring 2006,
it the former converting to the F/A-18E Supet
Homcet i the summer
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Jomcat  cruise

15 been retired oo

st peason, This magnificent jet
B still an outstanding nenal combar performer ancl
puitcliszes the newer B a0 L) ! A-1BC Hornet in
E|ny Aspecis Exven over the F/A-TRE/] :"|.|"'|.'I
Hornet — the Tomear’s successor — the swing-wing
Et has certan advanmees that the US Nave will

Boon, and

sesnonubly miss i future combar
There has been o lor of discussion abour this
Clearly, the
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Tomeat 15 a4 lor faster, has a
Better climbing mte, a higher pavload, a beteer
Sring-lack capability and endurance. Ir is a perfect
genke and close air support (CAS) platform. The
F-14 wais the only fighter capable of employing
¢ Hughes ALM-54 Phoemis air-to-air
mussile, 0 missie hardly fired in combar by the US
\q
sy usco this mussile with exeellent results in the
Ean-lrmg wor durine the 1980= The UUS MNawy
petioed | 20004 and the Tomecar now solely relies
0 the HT-[ARZE |'5..'|f."|'n-.-:'- AIM-9 Sidewinder
g medium-ringe Ray VIM-T Sparrow,
Although exclusively used as an sir-ro-air and

seconnuissance platform for the fiest two decades
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the Forward Air Control-Airborne, or FAC-A
mizssicin. This specinfised sk is demanding. The
idennficatnon and tangetnge of small wreets close

er-ruided became

ordnance. It nvo-man crew also made it

1o frendly forces is
communicare extensively with ground LTS, 1S

d two

raft. A e
i desirable, The only
rin Operaton Allied

lavia in 1999 became

well as with other strike a

man crew 1€ therefore h

o Tomcar squade

Foree over the former Yugo
Fam

ond because of their schievements in the cloge
apport rofe

S000 |r'rc: the _||..""'|.~'\-I *-.'.1|.".'ilr|.'-|_'|||\||.'|.| |~l|1|'.'!|-
beeame svailable the F-14B and F-14D were certi-

VF-31's black-tailed 'CAG" fet flies over lrag in November
2005 It carries a single Sparrow on the port wing fo
provide a measure of self-defence, and to partially
balance the LANTIRN pod on the starboard side.

fied to cmpilo class of the older
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F-14A did not huve the required digial damabus
JDAM received s baprism of fire with the

Tomenst 0 2002

during  { Iperition  Enduring
Freedom in Afghanistan, where the long ringe.
high payload and two-man crew made it the
Mlavy's wWeEApon platform of chodee while operat
ing from carders in the Indian Ocean, )

Heovever, potennal comba performance is no
the all-deciding factor when it comes to keeping o
replacing an direraft ope. The costs of modemn
warplanes and aerial warfare have exploded during
Armed and ready, & VF-31 F-140 waits in front of the fet
bilast deflector fo move farward to the catapult. The
F-140 was the only Tomeat modef to sport both infra-red
and AXX-1 TCS under the nase.




the law decades, Modern air forces have to look at
service fife and maintenance costs in order o
determine the feastbility of purchasing or keeping
aircrafi. And the Tomcar is a bad performer when
i comes to maintenance, “ltis one of the greatest
P'.';uu"\. ever built for the MNavy, and also one if the
mest beautiful,” . contends  Captain William G,
Sizemore 11, commander, Carder Air Wing 8§ on
the Roosevelt. "It has great endurance and flexibil

ity It is bittersweet to sce it o but it is getting old,
it is three tmes as expensive o fly as the Horper!

Maintenance

Commander James ‘Puck’ Howe, as X the
second-in-command of VFE-31, savs the mission-
capable percentape mtes of his Tomears are in the
high Bils. “That rate tells that we can fly our
mssion but not necessarily that every system is
working properly. However, the full mission
capable rate, which means that everything works,
15 in the low 80s which 15 sl very good.” These
are fairly ITPIEssive numbers but it does oot
reflect o much effort is required in order w0

Hook down, VF-213% 'CAG-bird’ enters the pattern for

Roosevell. The squadron modified its lion markings (o
have two tails when the squadron transitioned to the

rnwin-tailed Tomeat in 1975,

prhieve them, In VF-31 Licurenant |ohn Turner,
the Maintenance Muareral Conmrol Officer, 1s
responsilile for the maintenance departmene. “It bs
n mough jab. The LI]E::.:{'H_ F'|r||'|r|i.'l‘l1 15 the mun-
hours per flying hour, which 1= 41, I have 186
mantainers working on the jes” With 1710
personnel, 1 Hornet squadron has slightly less
manpower available for a plane thar needs much
less maintenance efforms “With the Tomeat muore
things broik and we have wo work harder o get
them flying”

Licutenant Turner starred in 19490 a< an électn-
cian working with Tomeats, “When 1 started in the
Mavy they warned me not to go o F-145 becaose
of the haed work. But it is 2 very rewarding job.”
Cin New Years'® Fve 2002 he got his onders for
VF-31 and was on s way to the shipin a fiEn I.LI..'. &
ome. Despite the hard work and long working
days he sl is happy to be with VE-31, T is very
special w be in this very kst cruise because the
IF-14 was the first plane | worked on.”

Commander Rick “Twag LaBranche, commuand
g officer af V31, praiscs his  matftainers.
“Most mainminers do more than 12 hours per
day,” he maintains. “They want to fix the po iblems
_|r:|_'] r{_.j“:. .;|.. a !;n:.tr i1 |I'|. r|I|..'1. arc a x'r:r:: P:lllltii
bunch of people’ While working on a Tomcat in

Over Iraq the main task is fo provide on-call close air
support against targers that may be encountered by
groond forees. Imagery from the Tomeat's LANTIRN pod
can be transmitted fo ground-based laptops by the
ROVER datalink.

the hangar bay AME  (Avianon Seructural
Mechanic Satets Equiprment Richard Haxley of
VF-31 does not complain about his bong working
days: “Because of the busy long days, the cruse
YME Justin Jachnig,
adlde that it is just like one’s first car. *You put Ve

es faster.” His colleague,

blood, tears and swear o bat voo don’t want o
get ad of it

According w0 Commander LaBranche, the
avionics are prone o problems in parocular, but
the problems are not all abour avionics as
Ligutenant Junior Geade (LT]G) Rip ‘Flounder”
Gurdon esperienced during an ACM training hop |
in the Gulf, “l was flving FELIX 104 when the
flaps of one of my wings inudvertently went
down, It happens sumetimes durime ACM. The
result was thar the starboard side of the fuselags
behind the wines was damaeed and | had 1o divert
tor beuwain, The Tancling was a litdle tricky bur 1 had
first made some |'-:.'|-L"I|l_'-i' |.:'I.:'|-:|I|'|:_:- ar alorude =0 |
was kind of prepared.” According wo Commuander
LaBranche u eakes four guvs one day o fix this?
flup loek problem

Parts

Commander LaBrainche contends thar there are
no real maintenance surprises, “The secret is that
we look ahead, ey o ovnid P shiems in the furune
instead of walting for them o happen, Fog
instance, when we have nor had a cemain engine
problem in the last swo months we =ay Ylets go
check them'. We also eommunicare intensely with
our muinuiners meoxpl any problems.” Spare
parts are not a problem according w LaBranche
“Globalisanon means g smaller world so we have
our parts from the T8 in g few davs, We also don'
get surprised anymore, We huve done this foc so
long, we know an avtul lot itbout the plans.

As there are no more Tomcars avadable else-
where it is not |1-;;u:i1lk ANVITHOTE 0 f:.-rf-.ac\. i
beoken or downed jer but o Commander
LaBranche that is not really a problem: “We jast




A ‘Black Lions Tomeat wheels high over the northem
Iragi city of Mosul, Tomcat crew works closaly with
farward air controllers on the ground, making the hwo-
seal Tomeal ideal for such missions.

bring m another Homet instead.”

Pri'rllt.ilr:f, VE-31 Tomceats wear the symbaol of
the 2005 Commuander, ™aval Air Forces, Adandc
Fleer (CNAL) Phoenix maintenance award on the
tall. This awird is presented to the best pcd':lrm-
g mantenance deparmment of all east couse US
Mavy und Marine Corps squadrons,  Beang
rewiarded with this sward s 2 preat .H:r.n-m]:-Ii-:]l-
ment becouse of the Tomear’s very high mainte.
nance demand, and is a4 big morale boost for the
minbntainers.

Nuggel impressions

\ number of voung aviators had the pleasuge w
be on their first cruise. Among these so-called
‘muggets’ are the pilots who graduated in sprng
W5 in the lase ever Tomear class ar NAS Oegana
with YF-1i]

].‘['_H-r Daniel *Bunny® O'Hara, who made the
praduation barely, s now a comformble well-
performing pilot in VE-31, He gor assigned wo
VE-31 on 22 March and inseantdy found himself in
1 tense and busy work-up schedule leading to the
200520006 eruise, “When [ arrved | immediatcly
gt Irack to the boat for 2 month. Sometme later
we went o WAS Fallon for advanced carder atr
wing seetke waining | dropped real bombs for the
first time and participated in big and complex
strikes involving many plines. It was awesome to
see the whele alr wing working wogether and be
it of " At the Fallon wnrk-npi he dlso fought
the Navy aggressors and even baggred an F-16,

For every new pilos in a squadron he first has 1o
prove hes alulifies in the air and "Bunny' was no
exception. A voung pilor fresh from the RAG has
only started 1o leamn his skills bur he has also w
perform. "You feel like you're belng observed
under a microscope. Evervbody i€ warching you,
But 1 knew what oo expect because | had the same
expernence in VE-101 when | arrived. Sall, [ was
premy nervous and initally my lndings grades
could have been better, bt they have improved

now, Getting confident took a while. A loe of guys
are looking after me to make sure | do it safe”

ET]C Marthew Nieswand had similar experi-
ences. 'l had o make o name for myself in the
r-ttlt:ndtnﬂ. I am always the newest guy,” and, he
counters with a sare prin when a fellow squadeon
member chimed in with some unwaneed, and
likely undeserved, comment on his performances
"1 have !'H.lh")\-]}' {¥] pir; |.l|'|..“ |.‘f}{_-i'l- ':‘_'p-:.|:|'|_{4_||::|1
Nigswand and O'Hara are all performing well,
LT Gordon even recetved the CVWSS Top
Nugpet Hook award for g certain line period (rao
monthsl. Flying from aircrafi-carders is in his
genes. His  father, Commander Roy ‘Flash'
Gordon, flew F-4s and F-145 and was the skipper
of WF-31 during Desert Storm,

LT]Gs Gordon and ('Hara made o signifieant
contmbution . the prestpgious tailhook award
VE-31 carned in the summer of 2005, Even the
CACr was surprised the “lomeanters’ won this
sward because the Tomeat is not known for i
pretry handling  characeeristics in the landing
pattern. In his career CAG Stremore never saw a
Tomear sguadren exm it LT]Gs O'Ham and
MNicswand are now in LSO training, Only pilots

with good landing performanee are asked for this
highly respected job,

‘Rhino’ transition

In lare summer 2000 YF-31 transitdons o the
E/A-18E Super Homet and becomes VEA-31L
The original plan was a conversion 1o the ro-seae
F/A-18F but, according 1 Commander
LaBranche, it is a matter of timing. "An important
reason is lopistcs. If we had to transition o the
F/A-18F we had to po w Lemoore, Califomin
Mow we smy in Oceina, Virginia, so that we do
not have o move 1 loe of people o the West
Coast.”

VFA-22 will exchange its F/A-18Es for the
F-maodels that were initially planned for VF-31.
VEA-22 reports o Carrier Air Wing 14. The
second Super Hornet squadmn s VEA-115 that s
also equipped with the E-model. The LS Nawy
wants one E- and one F-squadron in every air
WIRE 30, with this swap, that pmh[fm 15 solved for

The mircraff assigned to the Tomeatters” commandar
waars the traditional red markings with bisck radome.
The Felix’ badge has been used by VF-31 since the unit
was created by the renumbering of VF-3 in 1948,




Special Report

CVW-14, Afrer the mmansmon VEA-3] stays in
CVW-E alongside VIFA-213 that transidoned from
the Tomcear immediarcly after this cruise

Undoubtedly the change to the E-model and
the consequential stay in Oceana was also decided
because of the busy deplovment schedule V-3
had in the last three vears In May 2002 the
Tomeutters’ went on a cruise with CVW-14 in
Absaban Lincoln (CVN 72) for a supposed regu-
lar soc-month erose, However, this cruise became
the longest in 30 years as it lasred wnrl July 2003
and covered all of the combart phase of Operition
Irmgi Preedom. In May 2004 the squadron was
back on the boat with CVW-14 but this ome it was
the 1SS fobm © Steronis (CVN 74) It returned
from this six-month. couise 1 late Oherober 2004,
This was the last WestPac Tornear cruise.

Because of the ransidon schedule of the other
Toment squadrons thar flew the older A and B
madels, the US Navy ordered VF-31 1o move 1w
ARLANT: from Pacific Fleet CVWe14 o Adunnc
Fleet CVW-E, Almost immediately it started the
busy 10-month work-up for this final Tomear
cruise. The schedule is burdensome for the crew
and their families,

Return to sea

The high spirits and performances of the
“Tomeatters” is all the more astonishing when one
realises that normally @ squadron goes on 4 regu-
lar cruise about two vears after their last
Commander LaBrunche underlines the fact thar it
was very difficult tor his I\rrupl:‘ to 0 O A eruise
again. “They are loval to the squadron, to the

Not as colourful as 213, VF-213s ‘CAG" and “boss'
(illpstrated) jets have high-visibility markings and an
extended anti-glare panel farward of the cockpit. The
LANTIRN pod is always carried on the starboard pylon.

Navy and m their counery, They understnd the
importance of the mission. When you work five
days, ger home tired and see o m-.-_s;hhn nir's
hume 1= on fire vou don't do nothing but po tQ
help. They really do a grear jub” He also empha-
sises that the Navy leadership docs o grear jobe
“They provide grear support 1w us and our famis
lies ae home. Withowr that iowould have been very
difficulr tor us all.”

Commuander LaBranche mode the transition
from the Gromman A-O Intruder 1o the F-141) m
1994, ‘The I was just enterlng service at thar dme
while the Intruder was being reored. *'1 was lucks

GBU-38 — the little JDAM

pefore the fmal cruse ot under way.,

g weapons of choice for regular operations over Iraq ara based on tha S00-b
[227-kg) Mk B2 bomb. The GBU-12 lassrguided bomb has been part of the
Torncat's arsenal since the LANTIRN pod was added to the wing stetion, The
EBLU-38 500-b varsion of the GPS-guided JOAM bomib is & differant stony,
bacause |t was only claared for amployment by the Tomeat 8 counbe of days

The Tomcat put the JORM in use for the first time i February 2002 in
Afghanistan. This was the hesvy 2.0004b GEL-32 varsion of this weapon.
Hiowever, the explosive size of this weapon limits flexibiity against the kind of
target encounterad nowsadays in Irag, The 500-b variant on the contrary
minimses collstedal damage, Tomcats carfy both the [asar and GPS-gudad

weapons on the samea misson, The laser-guided weapon has carlmn advaniages
guer the GPS-guided weapon, and vice versa. The lanter, fod instance, is an &l
waather bormb that can be used in adverse weathaer ang sangstorms, while the
laser waapan 5 more accurate

Duting thair pre-cruise work-ups VE-31 and VF-213 kndw what kind of Waspons
woukd be prefermed aver lrag and realised thar thay needed the:small JOAM bomb
in order to remain a primany. playar They approached tha programme affice in
March 2005, asking whether it could claar the aseraft 10 use tha SO0-pounder

Tha test communities at Maval Air Station Patuxant River ang MNaval Air Watfare
Canter Waapons Diwision (NAWCWD) China Lake retired thair Tomcats in 2000
and 2004, respactveldy. but thare ware some tast pilots with Tomeat axpansnce
ywhi:could do the tests. Thay were more than happy to get back in the cockpl of
the ‘Big Cat” sgain. They performed tha inital tests that included behawaur of the

weapon attachad 10 tha bomb rack
undar axireme congitions such &5 dwes,
high-speaed manoeuvring and carmes
landings, fodlowad by waapon
separation tes1s

Crawws from VF-101 "Gnm Rgapers’
ook over for the guided waapans
releasa testes a1 Naval Air Station China
Laka, California, VF-107, the Flaet
Replenishmeant Squadron, was at That
time finisheo with raining new CIews
and had only & tew instructor pdots and
RiQis laft ag this sguadron was
preparing for decommissioning. From
day ana in the northam Arabian Gulf the
F-14s of VF-31 gnd VF-Z13 hed GBU-388
in the air. The standard payload in
October 2006 comprisad ona Alb-T
Sparrow or AIM-B Sidewindar gir-to-air
missila, and ona GBU-38 and GBU-12
bomb batweaan the angng nacellas
A GBU-38 (left) is carried next to a
GBU-12 {right) on this VF-31 F-140,
representing the standard afr-to-ground
load for Tomeats on rag policing duties.
Bombs are carried andar the pallets
previously used for carrisge of the
AIM-54 Phoenix long-range AAM.

r——




In order to romuen fving T had o make 4 transi-
won 1o another wreraft, bewas o geeat deal becauwse
ghe 1) was 1 new then. The technology of the
D is verv t has 4 very sim

grronpest avail

60,000 prounds «

Tomene he ik

micknamed rhe ‘Rhinog’, bec
sechnology invalved

 Aithough capable, the F-140 is labour-intensive
compared to its Hornet deck-mates. The armament
trofleys camy GBU-12s, GBU-38s and AIM-7 Sparrows,
sithough this VF-31 aircraft is armed with an AlM-9,

of all the
"[ LI |.'|'"'|1'.'|I:‘|LT'|T )

ership i mviige it all the next-peneration techiol-
The ‘Rhina” will whot the F-14
the best air-ro-geound plarform in the

become

MNawg”"

As the cruise passes the transiton to the Super
Huornet is becoming more and moce in the mind
of the crews, espeCy by for the three _r\-ﬂnr-i that
miade wp the lust Tomeat class 1o qualify on the

N Sprng 20048, "“Ir s strange fearni
while it is getr * reflects LTI Matt
Nicswand of 3, “and it is particularly
strange o transinon g new plane agaim mmedi-
ately after rhis cruise,” Mieswand

VF-213 commanders aircralt flies over westorn [rag in
mid-Movember 2005, At the nime the Tomcals wers
supporting Dperation Steel Cortain against al-Oneda
insurgents emtering frag from peighbouring Syria.

honour of being the very lasr Toment pilot o
gualify. LT)G O'Hara made the qualification in the
Tomcat just bareh: H xcited o0 make the tran-
sition though with mixed feelings. ™1 finally pet 4
o iden af how o use the F-14 but it is anly for
a very shorr period. That is kind of frustrating, bus
at least | ¢ I have flown the Tomene Tt will
b strange because | have not flown a single-scaner
in a very long time. | will have o dis everything,




Although the Tomcat has impressive range, infiight refuelliog is an fntegral part of
policing missions over Irag fo extend tima on station. Here Air Wing Eight Tomcats
refoel from 8 KC-135R {nbove and below) and an 5-38 Viking (rightl. The Viking
provides the air wing with its own refuelling capability, but as the 5-3s are retired so

the task iz being entrusted fo the Super Hornet,

such as radio and radar, all by myself again™

Like LT]G Gordon, and many other aviators,
LT}G Seott “Timmey” Timmester followed in the
fodrsreps of his Tnh;r whis flew three tours in
(including Owperation Linchacker 11 in
Viemam) und one in F-14s as a radar intercept
officer (RIOY). Hefore he entered training as a
Naval Flight Officer, ‘“Timmey’ encountered some
sethacks on his way to a Tumeat cockpit, Initally,
fll-" EVES Wil mol klu:li Lﬂllu.q_."l [ {h] h\ -} RE['l Jeet

F-ds

alone a pilor, and bad o Focus on a cvilian job
instead. I had a baring job in computer program-
ming consultng when one diry a fnend il e
that the physical limits for RIOs had been
lowered, A dream came true. You koow, 1 really
wanted to be in Tomcats. In junior high schoaol |
used o draw F-14s all the ome. 1 knew all the
Navy squadrons and their mileodes. S, within
four .'J.:l.:. s I ;_lllir my job and used six months o get
in the shape for the tough physical examinagon.”

=it

By mud-October “Timmey” had fown 230 how
i RICL "As

RIOY vou can be very busy doinge a lot of “admir

in the Tomeat and he loves belng

talking to people on the ground, bur there is uls
ime for sightseeing. One doy we showed up
after an IED wenrt off and T saw mmoops secure th
aren. [t was avesome m ool
LANTIRN p-ni g

His father did not really want 1o make the trar
siion from his beloved Phanoom o the F-14, Th
IS i COMMmaon r'l"h‘.‘l"l TSN '1.":1r'r: avtors trans
from a well-performi
unproven successorn Many F 14 aviarors are T
of their plane and do not really want to make e
transiton w the Super Hornet.

For “Timmey' the Rhino
bittersweet, 1 have wanted o v the Tomeat o
entire life, so 1 will be sad o see 1w @
Nonectheless, it will be preat to flv a jet that alwa
and that doesn’t require an bt

it it through m

platform 1o |

fon

1l
ITAnsImon Wikl b

works, ENOr

amount of work by maintainees o keep it flvin
Plus the new avionics such as AESA, [oint Helm
Mounted Cueing Svstem | |"~||l 5] and weapen
AMRAAM should make up for rhe b
we'll mke in l'.:"ki'u.i.l] From what I bear, the sine
tonal powarencss will be massive for the aircrew
an AFESA-equipped Super Hurnet,
looking foradrd o thar”

such as

] ' el

ntehy

3,000 hours

In the more than 10 vears he ¢
Commuander Rick LaBranche lopeged more the
2006 Tomear hours (i addioon v [OUD i o
A-0). Commander Howe has been £ Tomei
since he entered o
19805 and had in October 2005 some
an the counter. His goal is to make 30000 1 o
1wy become the 1.'L'T:--|.l.'.~l Tomeat aviamor o mal
30000 howrs, Tris o -il':,_' o b close. 1 have suill 4
haoars b LR I'Il_'r-l Ife Wi ChIET :"-'.I]"'.'f Huormet trans
mon. If | make it, it will be in the very last month
he caloulates, *“We
go on this eruise and 1 flv appeoximarely 60-
hours per month.”

The high henars are P.ul".l'. s Il:.
missions lown over lug in support of Operatic
Iragi Freedom, “It hurts your rear end
COMUTLENTS |1'.I-|| I.TIG Gordon on the six-
cight-hour missions. LT]G Seorr “Timme
Timmester adds that they can be ven
These missions mke the Tomcear far inro 5?=-| ar

the Tome

3 CONYETSHON an ri"l.' i.'I'Il.I f '.i‘
2556 hoas

have soll 4 and 4 half months

the lot

bacrin

require three aenal refuellings. L'u.ul L the Tome
aviaroes flv these missions every three doyvs

Deck crew swarm over two Tomcats from VF-31 and a
VF-213 machine o prepare them for the next mission.
The F-14s are up fo the heavy tasking schadule but onl
through the application of many man-hours,



Last Cruise of the Tomcat

The USAF supplies much of the refusiiing for Navy
wircraft over Irag, and here Air Wing Eight alreraft take
on fuel from a Travis-based KC-104 Extender. US Navy
fighters also eccasionally refoel from RAF tankers.

LT)G Gordon and a number of other guvs
now flown  rtheir

sh they emphasise that, alth

first combat

Bave

SOTHES,
oph the OIIF

missions are indicated as eombar, there are haedly,
if any, enemy air defences aimed ar them

In the begnming, cspecutly, it was premy exat-
mye for them., “1t was fascnabng b
gambar massion,” recalls LTJG
watched it on welevision but now 1 saw it myself
First it was excinng bor now it s bemgn.”

For the RIO there is u lot more going on. Wh
the p:'!--l is Fhying the mrcrfy the RICH is «
Srreting _||"_d oMM CAanGns with the P ||"-!|: an
the pround. Por them it 8 much more exclang as
LTIG ‘Timmester acknowledpes. “We are in
contact with the penple on the ground and we wlk

L3

b L 1T Erst

.|.:|- 4] b | .a"'\'-'.l_'.*-

le:
intir the

gbout threats and “possible’ mrgers” Timme
ot FAC-A g 1 ut that, hie explaing, is only
grouired
ginse air suppors or when there 15 oo FAC on the

“AS 1 the .-.1~.|1':L..||--1| of combut arcraft

ich a5 heavy

et cermiin condinons st

ground. {

ind  tarpees

gainst g
poople you
.j.I'L' J‘I.L-'u-:

et

n't want 1o hit

v hias advanced in such @ way that
identification become much
“The Terminal  Artack
Uontroller |T"|.rl om thie E’|-"-'.:|'.1-'.:. has certam tonls
i prechse § et il dinates. Olur tar
g pod cues aumomatcally towards it We verify i
with the JTAC o be sure we are looking ar the
semic rarpet. Then | talk the pilot wo it A night we
scc throu

has less

Joint

demanding

B0 PIVE 1T

v nur nipht vision gogeies the intrancd
marker of the JTAC poin
see the infra-ced moarkers of our own troops so the

ng at the target. We also

in ¢lase proximity of

chanee of [mendly fire is reduced.”

Venbficaton with the |TAC was simplified in
mid-December when the Remoteh U]‘mr.s'.u|
Video nhanced Receiver (ROVER) was intro-
duced in the F-14, With ROVER no more time
This

IMGECs

g vocal venheaton 15 needecd

COSumin

sysremt allows tansmission of  real-time
acquired by the Tomeat’s sensors o the lapuop
computer of the [TAC. 1t makes it a lot easier for
him or her wo determine if the mrper s real and
atlow it to be mrpered, It is also a preat reconnats
sance asset for people on the ground as they see

the area of opemtons from a birds eve-view:

Combat ops

The level of agyression put o foree by the
Tomecars I.il,'l'h.'l'!l_i"- on the nature of the ,prnsd.-'.hlr_'_-
threat, Avcording to Timmester, 2 ‘show of force’
b flying fastand low, sometimes at 500 £t (152 m),

i=-part of the mctics, while dropping bombs is the
other end of the spectrum. In the first mo
CHF
imvolved in several such setions,

Lin 15 Ocober 2005, oo F-14s T*r.-rr'--rr:'ut.-*.

nths of

opcrations YF-31 and 213 Tomcats wers
f

rln.'-pk.snlh.'x] sirikes AFANST AN Insurgent
cache in the vicinity of Ar Ramada This
came shortly  after CVW-E FAA-18Cs
provided elose aie supporr 1o coalition troops in
the vicinity of Karabulah, The trpets were build
LngEs |I-|;|I"|:_: |'.5<‘;|i ||'l, :::‘lr1-|.r.1-.'|| forces as T-I!':l'l': rh'.lh:-
tdons, On 19 October a P-14 of VE-31 destroved
an Improvised Explosive Device productics
weapons facility northeast of Baghdad,

LAt

Transformed from a sleak "Cat’ to an vagainly Turkey'
an F-140 brings & GBU-38 back to Roosevelt affer an
lrag mission. Note the open doors in the intakes that
alter the caplure area.




Carrier Air Wing Eight

parformed vital 2
Dparatio

|amimirg the radio

pars and avesin the ar

T"-e gir wang embarked on tha USS Roosavalt is CVW-E. Six squadions escarted the two
T|'_-|'r|.':.;|1 squadions on their last cruise. Two FIA-1BC Homet fightar-bombear squadrons

{VEA-15 "Valions® and VFA-BT "Goldan Warriars') provided air-to-ground ca
"SCouts’ mage thair L'| 1 cruise bafore disestablishman in Saptember 2006, They
rial refuelling for the air wing and conducted Martime SJL.'JII'l'.I
s with 538 Vikings, VAD-141 "'Shadowhawks' employed its four
from the Roosavall, a3 well as shore baces. Prowlars are key playvers when ||: Comes 10
5, talaphones and other communscation channgls = includ g thase

controlling IED devicas — isad by the insurgents. HS-3 Tridents performed pls
guties as-well 25 a host of support missions in the 1:u‘f and Iraq with their HH-60H and

oH-60F Seahawks. The E-2Cs of VAW-124 "Basr Aces’, in NP2000 configuration, were the

pabilities. V5-24

A-GB Prowlers

e-guard

Abave; A sight never to be repeated: Tomcats clusfer sround the sftern of
Roosevelt as the carrier sails in the Arabian Gulf. Operations concenirate
providing support fo forces in lrag, as well as maritime surveillance in the
northern golf. US Navy Middle East operations are supported by &
headguarters in Bahrain

Partnering the Tomcats in fiyiog armed reconnaissance and support missi
over lrag were two squadrons of F/A-18Cs: VFA-15 (batow left) and VFA-87
(CAG-bird bolow). The Hommats typically fly with a pair of GBU-38 JOAMS,

plus a single AIM-3X on the wingtip fo give a measuvre of self defence.

Operation Steel Curtsin was an offensive thar
started on 4 November that was aimed at prevent
ing cells of al-Qaeda from entening Irag throwgsh
the Syran border and resworing lragi sovereim
conrrol along the Irag-Svria border, 1t also aimed
o destroy al-Oaeds terrorists opemting through
out the Al Qa'im reggon. Involved were 1,000 Tragi
Army soldiers and 2,500 US Marines, who began
the offensive near the town of Husayvbah near the
lrag/ Symia border, Military officials said Husaybah
had beeome a haven for eclls of al-Oaeda cntering
the country from Syrin At that tme it was the
largest malitary assaule since American-led forees
stormed Fallujah.

CVW-8 began providing air support for this
operation on 6 November with both reconnais
sanjee and stike missions in support of the
_L;rlllllld IO, VE-213 and VF-31, ale I wirh
Hornets, eonducted several strikes on locations
being used by Ant-lragl Force (ALF) personnel
for smaregic firing positions against US Marines
and ecalition ground forees.

In addinon o flying missions over Irag,
Theodore Rooserelt-based aireraft have been
thying missions 0 support of Mantme Securiny
Ciperations in the Persian Gulf, U'S Navy sources
say that these missions set the conditions for secu-
rry and stability in the madome envitonment, s

';'n\'.l]
Sccunty
tnternatonl terrorsts use of the manhme er
FoOnment is 4 routc for

as. complement the
|_I.I-||r:'_. |_||.

COMNIET-[EFTONST 3
regional nutons by deny
itk OF W trunsp
personnel, ather material, M
missions usually mbe arowund 90 n
north Arabian Gulf 5 not that big an area
cover. Other missions flown from the carrer
convoy escort, oil pipeling patrols and the prot
don of new construchon.

The first tesok the
jets inmm hostle action when they |1r.'-\i-.i|.'L|
COVER in I“"i Ve "1".'|_'-||‘. Vietnam, during
evacuation of the US Embassy, Now, more
) vears later, the rype bows out in combar too
the spearhead of US diplomacy. It is sad, a5
Tomcar is not an old and aecing weapon platfo
urgendy in need of replicement. On the contr
it ig ajet still i excellent shape and stll bt tor |
most difficult missions,

WEApGns or

1tees, A

Tomear eruise SWITIEE- ]

Geerrt Kreami

Left: WF-31's ‘CAG-bird” has black fins with the squad
badge worn large. On the inside of the fin is the Afr
Wing Eight badge.

Right: The Tomcat was originally scheduled to leave
service around 2008, but the date was bravght farway
considerably as Super Hornets Howed from the
prodoction ling at 51 Lowis.



Last Cruise of the Tomcat

Air Wing Eight support: abowe is an §-38 from V5-24. Like the Tomcat, the Viking is
fasi-disapperaing from US Navy carrier decks. Right is an SH-60F from H5-3. whils
Selow is an E-2C of VAW-124 The Hawkoyes have been refitted with efght-bladed
propellers with corved blades

—




